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Did Jesus Really Exist?

The first issue that needs to be addressed when we are discussing evidence for the existence of
Jesus/Yeshua is the nature of a historical document. Some overaged, petulant and obstinate children will
foist the argument right off the press that using the Bible to prove the existence of Jesus is circular rea-
soning because you cannot use the Bible to prove the Bible. This is an equivocation fallacy. They are
using the word “Bible” in two different senses in this argument. In the first sense they mean the paper
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and ink book. In the second sense they mean the actual historical events and teachings it records. Take
for instance, what kind of fool would you think of me if I said you cannot prove Herodotus’ Histories
by Herodotus’ Histories. Historical documents are not conclusions to an argument. Historical docu-
ments are records of events and if you have a problem with the discipline of world History as written by
conquerors and completely unreliable you have tumbled into a slippery slope that leads nowhere but ni-
hilism and a complete abandonment of civilization. But that is only if you’re honest and consistent,
which most people are not. Or what if [ said, you cannot prove Aristotle’s Organon by Aristotle’s
Organon. Well actually you can since these books are the definitive work on human logic and reason
and define for us what it means to prove something in the first place. So this argument against using the

Bible is simply obstinate, butt hurt emotions and prejudice.
Now to the documentation.

The first testimonies we have concerning the authorship of the Gospels and thus the evidence for the ex-

istence of Jesus are the following:

Eusebius, Church History, Book 3, Chapter XXXIX The Writings of Papias(60 A.D. - 130 A.D.),

“15. “This also the presbyter said: Mark,_having become the interpreter of

Peter[Eye Witness Testimony.- SI], wrote down accurately, though not in order,
whatsoever he remembered of the things said or done by Christ. For he neither
heard the Lord nor followed him, but afterward, as I said, he followed Peter, who
adapted his teaching to the needs of his hearers, but with no intention of giving a
connected account of the Lord's discourses, so that Mark committed no error while
he thus wrote some things as he remembered them. For he was careful of one thing,
not to omit any of the things which he had heard, and not to state any of them
falsely.” These things are related by Papias concerning Mark.

16. But concerning Matthew he writes as follows: “So then Matthew wrote the

oracles in the Hebrew language, and every one interpreted them as he was

able.” And the same writer uses testimonies from the first Epistle of John and from
that of Peter likewise. And he relates another story of a woman, who was accused of
many sins before the Lord, which is contained in the Gospel according to the
Hebrews. These things we have thought it necessary to observe in addition to what

has been already stated.”
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I http.//'www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf201.iii.viii. xxxix.html

St. Irenaeus (130 A.D. — 202 A.D.), Against Heresies Book IlI, Chapter 1,

“Matthew also issued a written Gospel among the Hebrews in their own dialect,

while Peter and Paul were preaching at Rome, and laying the foundations of

the Church. After their departure, Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, did
also hand down to us in writing what had been preached by Peter. Luke also, the
companion of Paul, recorded in a book the Gospel preached by him.

Afterwards, John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon His breast, did

)

himself publish a Gospel during his residence at Ephesus in Asia.’

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0103301.htm

Of course, the problem the Christian has with these citations is that they claim the originals were in
Hebrew. This destroys Christian Theology which depends on the parameters of the Greek to explain

their Theology in the Ecumenical Councils. Thus, the Judaizer not the Christian platform is established.

Now to the Historical documentation to the existence of Jesus from sources unbelieving and outside of
the Bible:

Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews (93 A.D) — Book XX, Chapter 9,

“Concerning Albinus, under whose procuratorship James was slain, as also what

edifices were built by Agrippa.

1. And now Ceesar, upon hearing the death of Festus, sent Albinus into Judea, as
procurator. But the king deprived Joseph of the high-priesthood, and bestowed the
succession to that dignity on the son of Ananus, who was also himself

called Ananus. Now the report goes, that this eldest Ananus proved a most fortunate
man, for he had five sons, who had all performed the office of an high-priest to
God, and who had himself enjoyed that dignity a long time formerly, which had
never happened to any other of our high priests. But this younger Ananus, who, as

we have told you already, took the high-priesthood, was a bold man in his temper,

https://southernisraelite.wordpress.com/2017/04/03/did-jesus-really-exist/ 3/9



8/14/24, 11:36 AM Did Jesus Really Exist? — The Southern Israelite
and very insolent: he was also of the sect of the Sadducees, who are very rigid in
Jjudging offenders above all the rest of the Jews, as we have already observed,; when
therefore Ananus was of this disposition, he thought he had now a proper

opportunity [to exercise his authority]. Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but

upon the road, so he assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them

the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some

others,_[or,_some of his companions|. And when he had formed an accusation

against them as breakers of the law,_he delivered them to be stoned: but as for those

who seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and such as were the most uneasy at
the breach of the laws, they disliked what was done, they also sent to the king
[Agrippa], desiring him to send to Ananus that he should act so no more, for that
what he had already done was not to be justified; nay, some of them went also to
meet Albinus, as he was upon his journey from Alexandria, and informed him, that it

was not lawful for Ananus to assemble a sanhedrim without his consent.”

http://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-20.html

Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews(93 A.D) — Book XVIII, Chapter 3,

“3. Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a

man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the

truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the
Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal

men amongst us,_had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first

did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning

him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.”

http.//penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-18.html

Tacitus, Annals (116 A.D.— 120 A.D.), Book XV.44,
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“1 So far, the precautions taken were suggested by human prudence: now means
were sought for appeasing deity, and application was made to the Sibylline books;
at the injunction of which public prayers were offered to Vulcan, Ceres, and
Proserpine, while Juno was propitiated by the matrons, first in the Capitol, then at
the nearest point of the sea-shore, where water was drawn for sprinkling the temple
and image of the goddess. Ritual banquets and all-night vigils were celebrated by
women in the married state. But neither human help, nor imperial munificence, nor
all the modes of placating Heaven, could stifle scandal or dispel the belief that the

fire had taken place by order. Therefore, to scotch the rumour, Nero substituted as

culprits,_and punished with the utmost refinements of cruelty,_a class of men,

loathed for their vices, whom the crowd styled Christians. Christus,_the founder of

the name,_had undergone the death penalty in the reign of Tiberius, by sentence of

the procurator Pontius Pilatus, and the pernicious superstition was checked for a

moment, only to break out once more, not merely in Judaea, the home of the disease,.

but in the capital itself, where all things horrible or shameful in the world collect

and find a vogue. First, then, the confessed members of the sect were arrested, next,

on their disclosures, vast numbers were convicted, not so much on the count of

arson as for hatred of the human race. And derision accompanied their end: they

were covered with wild beasts’ skins and torn to death by dogs; or they were
fastened on crosses, and, when daylight failed were burned to serve as lamps by
night. Nero had offered his Gardens for the spectacle, and gave an exhibition in his
Circus, mixing with the crowd in the habit of a charioteer, or mounted on his car.
Hence, in spite of a guilt which had earned the most exemplary punishment, there
arose a sentiment of pity, due to the impression that they were being sacrificed not

for the welfare of the state but to the ferocity of a single man.”

http.//penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Tacitus/Annals/15B* . html

We know that Pontius Pilate governed Judea from 26 A.D. to 36 A.D.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pontius-Pilate
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Thus, the traditional timeline of his life corresponding to the Seventy Weeks prophecy of Daniel 9 is
also well established.

Objection: These testimonies are decades after the man lived according to your timeline!

Ans. That is a special pleading and double standard fallacy. The source for the history of Alexander the

Great comes from Arrian who lived four centuries after Alexander the Great.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arrian

Richard Whately refuted the same argument in his Historic Doubts Relative to Napoleon Buonaparte.

Objection: The Testimony of Josephus is disputed among scholars!

Ans. Only the testimony in Book XVIII is disputed not book XX.

Josephus, Judaism, and Christianity edited by Louis Harry Feldman, pg. 56, (Wayne State Univ. Press),
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As to the Testimonium tself, we may remark that it seems remarkable
that this is the only passage in Josephus (with the possible exceptions of those
about John and James) that has been suspected of interpolation, though the
most recent commentator on the passage, J. Neville Birdsall,™ has argued that
it contains several words or meanings of words that are not customary in the
rest of Josephus. One would have expected that an interpolator would have
maodified Josephus' passage about John the Baptist (A XVIII, 116-119) so as
to make the occasion of John's death accord with the Gospels and to indicate
that he was a forerunner of Jesus. That, indeed, J us did say somethin

about Jesus is indicated, above all, E passage—t nticity of whic
n_almost uni F ac ged—about James, who is termed
ro orementioned Christ.” To be sure, Per
Bilde * has argued that the reference to James is intended merely to distin-
guish him from other persons named Jesus (there are twenty-one mentioned by
Josephus alone) and does not presuppose a text about him. We may comment,
however, that it is hardly in character for Josephus to mention someone, espe-

cially someone with such a curious surname as Christos (the only one with
that title in all of Josephus), without describing the implications of this word or

giving an anecdote to illustrate it. f J us does not add any such
explanation would seem to indicate that he had already infi
a m. may note that Justin Martyr, in his agy (1, JU),

written about half a century after the Antiguities, has almost exactly the same
phrase employed by Josephus (A XX, 200)—rtdr map” fuiv Aeyopevoy
Xpurriw, “the so-called Christ among us.” As to the recent suggestion by
Tessa Rajak ™ that the passage about James is a Christian interpolation be-
cause it has such a derogatory view of Ananus the high priest (Josephus else-

where [BJ IV, 319-321] praises him), we may remark that there are a number
of instances in the Antiguities where Josephus contradicts what he says in the
War. In any case, it would seem more likely that a forger would have been
maore careful than to contradict outright what Josephus says elsewhere. More-
over, it makes no sense for Origen to express wonder ( Commentary on Matthew
10:17) that Josephus did not admit Jesus to be the messiah if Josephus did not
even mention him.

The standards that mythicists apply to the life of Jesus are completely ridiculous. We have four lengthy
narrative books of his life. We have none for the life of Josephus, Pontius Pilate, Caiaphas, etc. Do they

deny the existence of these people? No.

Paul, in his writings, gives testimony to the last supper, the crucifixion and James the lord’s blood
brother, Gal. 1:18-19, as distinguished from his spiritual brethren. He clearly displayed Jesus as a literal
man.
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Our refutations of the Trinity destroy much of the mythicist appeal to astro-theology.

Some mythicists will complain that Nazareth never existed and has been theologically constructed. Bart

Ehrman dealt with this objection in his, Did Nazareth Exist?

The final desperate attempt to dismiss the historical documents for the existence and Crucifixion of
Jesus is to simply assert that these passages in Josephus and Tacitus are embellished. This desperate and
baseless attempt ignores the historical context of Christian theology during the centuries after the
Messiah. If in fact these statements were added in by later Christians, they would have embellished
upon Jesus’ Resurrection or Incarnation , not his Crucifixion. The Christian Church originally believed
in the Christus Victor view of the Atonement not Penal Substitution. Adding in statements about

his Crucifixion would have an absolutely zero net benefit for the Church at the time. Moreover, Jews
would never add in anything about the Messiah being crucified because the Messiah according to

Judaism was a victorious political king.

Thus, when discussing the issue of Jesus and the Bible as I have said many times before it is a case ei-
ther of rejecting or ignoring facts or acknowledging and accepting facts. The choice is yours. It is your

life to waste and your being to destroy.

April 3, 2017 & Southern Israelite @ Hebrew Roots/Ebionism, Neo-Nazis

2 thoughts on “Did Jesus Really Exist?”

s
‘88, Ellen Cameron

April 3, 2017 at 1:49 pm

Do we really need a religion to be good to each other, to love ,to be happy? Do we really need a man
who will tell us everything about God or each of us need to find his/her own way to connect with God?
All religions created to manipulate and guide crowd towards

their own small vision of Heaven . I don’t want to follow anyone .

I like to read about others views on the subject.

Unfortunately history was falsified for so long I don’t think its possible to find some materials which is
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not fake.

Even the word tells us that it is his story .

% Like

Southern Israelite a

&
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April 3, 2017 at 1:59 pm

How do you define good?

“All religions created to manipulate and guide crowd towards

their own small vision of Heaven .”

>>>(Citation needed.

“I don’t want to follow anyone”

>>>Then you have yo leave civilization and become a monk and never have children.

“Unfortunately history was falsified for so long I don’t think its possible to find some materials which

is not fake.”

>>>50 can you create a human institution. How is the family possible?

Y Like

Blog at WordPress.com.
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